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Wood Machining Scientist 
Vancouver, BC 

Speed. Robotics. Machines taking over the wood industry. Impossible?  

In Smart Manufacturing, we work with clients who want to move faster, better, and 
push the boundaries of the physically improbable to make things happen. With 
increasing automation running at a faster and faster pace, machines get out of control 
quickly and we need your help! 

What can you expect to be doing? 
 

 Get to the nitty gritty of how machines work and diagnose them to support mills 
looking to operate faster, more efficiently  

 Always work safely, and commit to helping others do the same 
 Get to know the research program and contribute to developing project ideas and 

proposals 
 Talk with everyone - grow your network of industry contacts and relationships with 

members 
 Assist with research project planning and implementation (proposal development, 

research plan, laboratory activities, data analysis, progress reports, final reports 
requiring minimal revision and results presentation to industry partners and project 
funders) 

 Ensure continuing growth of the sector by keeping up to date with current and 
significant scientific research and technological advances in wood machining and 
related areas; explore strategies to implement innovative approaches  

 Help develop timely and cost effective solutions to wood machine design, 
maintenance, and manufacturing production challenges faced by FPInnovations 
members and partners 

 Work with team members to translate scientific findings into practical solutions that 
industry can rapidly and economically implement 

 Highlight benefits and potential value to members and partners, communicate 
project and/or contract results to senior technical advisors for peer review so that 
they can be clearly understood and implemented  

What makes you the ideal person for this position? 
 Master’s in mechanical engineering or related field 
 Know how machines work, how to improve them, and are tenacious about sharing 

those improvements with others 
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 You like to get out there to see and be seen – you may have been class president, 
creator of a networking group, or had other equally interactive inclinations  

 Know about research planning and implementation processes 
 A quick study, able to understand the lumber manufacturing working environment  
 Know or are aware of current technical challenges and issues related to wood 

machining (asset) 
 Words like log turner, programmable logic controller, chipper, and canter line pique 

your interest  
 You communicate well with all walks, both verbally and in writing  
 Strong background in machine mechanics and design (preferably wood);  
 You are, and always have been, mechanically inclined 
 Know about wood and material properties (asset) 
 Aptitude for writing high quality technical reports 
 Team player, communicator, creative problem solver 

Who are we? 
FPInnovations is among the world’s largest private, non-profit research centers working 
in forest research. The organization helps the Canadian forest industry to develop path 
breaking solutions based on the unique attributes of Canada’s forest resources, favoring 
a sustainable development approach and taking full advantage of the industry’s 
considerable scientific, technological and commercial capital.  We have locations in 
Quebec City, Montreal and Vancouver.  

Does your profile correspond to ours? 
Please submit your application quoting Reference # 583 in the subject line to: 
Recruitment_recrutement@fpinnovations.ca  
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